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As we enter Term 3, the time to “chill” is over, excuse the pun, with this cold 
weather around. Many of our boys and educators have been travelling around 
South Africa representing their province at various Interprovincial tournaments 
across the country. The school will take a moment to breathe as we prepare for 
the last of our Winter fixtures.

This past term once again saw King Edward VII School perform exceptionally 
across all facets and it’s clear that a holistic education is the Cornerstone of the 

Red Machine.  That is what makes the Trust such a necessary part and parcel of the school as ultimately it is the Trust and 
its donors that provide the opportunities for so many to attend and excel at our fine school.  The Trust continues to go from 
strength to strength as does the School.  As Chairman of the Trust, it gives me enormous pleasure to see the growth and 
development of the TRUST, it is critical to note that the only purpose of the Trust is the development of the two schools 
being King Edward Preparatory School and King Edward VII School. 

We continue to try and get to the R120 million milestone for our 120th birthday, this is a work in progress, but we shall 
continue the endeavour.  Thank you for taking the time to read this terms edition of Trusted.  We hope to see you around
the school in the next term with the last of the winter fixtures, a few reunions, the old boy’s association golf day and of course 
the Armistice Day parade.

The school and the TRUST are in great shape, it’s all thanks to all of you.. 

Strenue

Dear King Edward VII Community

The School is extremely grateful for the tremendous, 
and may I add, extremely generous support we receive 
from the King Edward Educational Trust and the 
Strenue Trust.  Under the leadership of Mr J Gerber and 
Mr P Marketos and fellow Trustees the Trust continues 
to grow from strength to strength. More importantly, 
is that the number of boys who are benefitting from a 
King Edward Education, as a result of this benefaction, 
grows year by year.

Whether it is in individual donations, company contributions, or social responsibility spend (via Strenue Trust) lives are 
being changed forever. This is a unique aspect of the school, and it remains critically important that boys from lower income 
households are able to attend our school and that they receive not only financial support, but psycho-social support as well. 
The Trusts do a fantastic job in this regard.

The employment of Mr Sim and Mr van Vuren by the school, to provide in house support to our Bursary boys, has made 
a significant difference in ensuring there is a conduit between our donors and the bursary recipients. This keeps the boys 
accountable to their donors, without adding any additional unwarranted pressure.

The school has been extremely busy this Term and we remain extremely proud of our school and the performances in Sport, 
Culture and Academics. Our boys are extremely committed to the varied programs on offer, and they continue to support 
their peers with unmatched passion and enthusiasm.

We look forward to the last three winter fixtures next term culminating with some 600 boys travelling to Maritzburg College 
for our final “Derby Day”.

Take care.
- DCP Lovatt, Headmaster

As the Old Boys gathered in the Quad on Friday, 19th May 2023, the 
atmosphere was electric, and the joy and excitement felt by all in attendance 
were truly remarkable. The various reunion groups converged upon our beloved 
King Edward VII School, the sense of nostalgia and camaraderie filled the air. 
It was a heartwarming sight to witness old friends reconnecting, embracing, 
and reminiscing about cherished memories. The quad was alive with laughter, 
heartfelt conversations, and the exchanging of 
stories that had been tucked away for years.

These reunions serve as a testament to the 
enduring spirit of our school.   People from 
various walks of life, each with their unique 
journeys, found common ground in their shared 
experiences at KES. The power of those formative 
years was palpable as friendships were reignited 
and new connections were forged.   Paul Cupido, 
Class of 2010 and Kyle Melville, Class of 2013 
addressed the Assembly.  The School buzzed with 
laughter, conversations, and bursts of excitement. 
The delight on everyone’s faces was evident as 
they reconnected with staff members who had 
left an indelible mark on their lives.  The reunion 
also provided an opportunity for Old Boys to 
witness the growth and progress at KES. Walking 
through the familiar hallways, they were amazed 
by all the upgrades.  The Headmaster addressed the Old Boys in the Mark Stevens Aquatics Centre, took them on a tour of the boarding establishments 
and then some left to play golf, padal and bowls.  They all returned on Saturday morning for the Hockey and Rugby fixture as well as the Annual Polar 

Bear swim  and spent the day at the School.  

To those who were unable to attend, rest 
assured that your presence was missed, and 
we hope to see you at future events. The 
reunion gathering served as a reminder of 
the enduring connections we share, and we 
look forward to keeping the flame of our 
King Edward VII School spirit alive.

We thought we would share a thank you letter from a current learner to his donor for your 
information and so that you can see how much an education means to our young learners 
and if you are in a position to support or make a donation to our Bursary Fund, please do 
contact dvaneeden@kes.co.za

THANK YOU LETTER FROM A GRADE 12 LEARNER TO HIS DONOR.
Dear Donor
I would like to once again express my heartfelt appreciation for the tremendous support you have shown by sponsoring my education at King Edward 
VII School. Countless times I have written this letter, yet my gratitude remains unwavering. Your incredible generosity and constant kindness have 
truly left an indelible mark on my life. I am filled with immense gratitude and want you to know just how much this opportunity means to me on a 
deeply personal level. The realisation that someone believes in me enough to provide such a life-changing opportunity has been incredibly humbling. 
This trust has been a catalyst to many of my successes over the past five years and has also been the reason that I strive on from numerous failures. 
Your belief in me has ignited a fire within me to push beyond my limits and embrace challenges with resilience and dedication. Education is not 
merely about acquiring knowledge and skills; it is a gateway to unlocking one’s potential and shaping a brighter future. Your sponsorship has opened 
the door to endless possibilities and empowered me to pursue my dreams with renewed determination. The lifelong connections and streams of 
unforgettable moments are all rooted at your continued generosity. With your support, I am now able to access exceptional educational resources, 
experienced mentors, and a nurturing environment that will foster my growth both academically and personally. 
Term two marked the beginning of my retirement season of rugby, and I can confidently say that it has been an unforgettable experience playing for 
the 6th team. What made it even more special was the fact that the core of our team remained intact from last year, allowing me to share the field with 
many of my closest friends. However, our season didn’t kick off on the best note. We faced a tough challenge against Pretoria Boys, and unfortunately, 
luck wasn’t on our side. The game was marred by questionable refereeing decisions, and to add to our difficulties, our flyhalf was actually a prop, I love 
Connor, but he scrums better than he kicks. Despite our best efforts, we suffered a loss in that match, which was made even more disheartening when 
I had to leave the field with a sprained shoulder. The following week brought a glimmer of hope as we managed to secure a victory against Parktown. 
It was a hard-fought match, but the team rallied together and showcased our determination. However, luck seemed to have a way of testing me, as I 
once again found myself sidelined with a sprained ankle. This setback meant that I had to sit out the matches against Affies and Jeppe, which was
bitter sweet because it meant I didn’t have to suffer through 50 minutes of Afrikaner running rugby but couldn’t play against our noisy neighbours
in arguably the biggest fixture of the year. Nonetheless, as fate would have it, I made a comeback for my last-ever home game representing KES. It was 
an emotional and bittersweet occasion, knowing that it marked the end of an era. However, our team rose to the occasion, delivering a dominant 
performance against Westville. The chemistry between us was palpable, and we played with unwavering determination and unity. It was a fitting 
end to my rugby journey at KES, and I couldn’t have asked for a better way to conclude my time on the home ground. Looking back on this rugby 
season, it has been filled with ups and downs, triumphs and setbacks. But what stands out the most is the bond forged with my teammates and the 
joy of playing the sport I love alongside them. These memories will forever hold a special place in my heart, and I am grateful for the experiences and 
friendships that have been nurtured throughout this remarkable season. As matrics we are constantly reminded that for many of us this is our last year 
to experience the taste of team sports. I truly believe this because although I thoroughly enjoy rugby, I doubt I will ever find myself on the receiving 
end of a monstrous tackle after this year. I look forward to the remaining three games: an opportunity for redemption in Pretoria, the reverse fixture 
at Jeppe and the tour down to Maritzburg.
Navigating through the exams has been quite challenging, yet I have managed to stay afloat. The level of difficulty in the questions has noticeably 
risen, as our teachers make every effort to equip us for the upcoming prelims and final exams. Recently, I received a valuable piece of advice that has 
resonated with me. It is the understanding that pressure, in moderation, can be a positive driving force. While excessive pressure can be detrimental, 
having just the right amount can serve as a source of motivation, pushing us to persevere and remain focused on our studies. This perspective has 
helped me maintain a healthy mindset amidst the demanding exam period. As I eagerly await the results, I am hopeful that my efforts will bear fruit 
in the new term. I am determined to achieve good outcomes, not only for myself but also to share them with you as a testament to the hard work 
and dedication that has been put into my education. With the support and guidance, I have received, I am optimistic about the possibilities that lie 
ahead. I appreciate your continued support throughout this academic journey, and I look forward to celebrating the achievements that await in the 
next term. Thank you for being a constant source of encouragement and for believing in my potential.
In the years to come, as I embark on my educational journey through university and beyond, I
promise to carry your kindness and support with me every step of the way. Your investment in 
my education will not only transform my life but will also ripple out into the world, as I aspire 
to make a positive impact in my community and beyond. I hope to one day give numerous 
children the opportunity you have given me. 
Once again, from the bottom of my heart, I sincerely thank you for your incredible sponsorship. 
Your act of kindness has forever changed my life, and I will always be grateful for your belief 
in my potential.

There are only two boys-only state primary schools in Gauteng: King Edward VII Preparatory 
School (KEPS) and Yeoville Boys School. Though separated physically by only a few hundred 
metres, the gulf between the schools in regard to facilities is vast. Where KEPS has around 30 boys 
per class, a high teacher-pupil ratio, and access to sports fields, cricket nets and an aquatic centre, 
Yeoville Boys has 1200 boys across 30 classes and the use of only a single field for extra-murals. 
When Paul Marketos, an Old Boy of KEPS and KES, was Chairman of the School Governing
Body at KEPS, he sought to bring the two boys’ schools closer together, believing it is incumbent 
on those who have to share with those who do not. Various projects were initiated, such as feeding 

schemes (which were escalated during the Covid pandemic), reading programmes and sporting fixtures. 
With a view to developing talent, Marketos conducted a fund-raising campaign to raise money for a talented boy from Yeoville Boys to get a bursary to 
King Edward VII School (KES). It was decided that it would be best for the successful boy to join KEPS in his grade 6 year, to make the transition seamless. 
The Yeoville Boys Scholarship programme is now supported by the Strenue Trust, of which Marketos is Chairman. The Trust converts companies’ BEE 
spend into scholarships and learnerships.
The programme is now in its fourth year and has four boys on scholarship, one in grade 9, one in grade 8, and two in grade 6, to make up for a year 
missed during the pandemic. It would be ideal if the programme could be extended to accommodate at least two boys per year. There are many wonderful, 

talented boys at Yeoville Boys who would benefit enormously from attending a 
well-equipped high school like King Edward VII School.  If you or your company 
are in a position to support this worthy cause please contact pmarketos@kes.co.za 
or dvaneeden@kes.co.za 
On 1 June 2023, Martin Bain-Venn wrote - what an awesome afternoon! The 
School House Vultures, a boarder team consisting of C-F team players took on 
Yeoville boys u14 team. It turned out to be a fiercely contested game with the 
crowd being entertained with running rugby from both teams. The game was 
expertly reffed by Mr Hume which added to the spectical.  Thank you Jonathan 
Keith Matus and Marty Smith for sponsoring the players with a wors roll and the 
Jocks family for the drinks. Rugby was the winner.... STRENUE

Bookings are open for our Annual Golf Day taking place on Friday, 25 August 2023 
– contact dvaneeden@kes.co.za to book your four ball.

Mr David Lovatt
HEADMASTER of KES

Mr David Ernstzen
HEADMASTER of KEPS
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S O N S  O F  T H I S  P L A C E ,  L E T  T H I S  O F  Y O U  B E  S A I D : 

T H A T  Y O U  W H O  L I V E  A R E  W O R T H Y  O F  Y O U R  D E A D“ ”
The information in this document is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the King Edward VII School community and access to this by anyone else is unauthorised. 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the King Edward VII Schools. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, 
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this in error, please notify the sender. 

4 4  S T  PAT R I C K ’ S  R D ,  H O U G H T O N ,  J O H A N N E S B U R G

S H O U L D  Y O U  R E Q U I R E  A N Y  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T :S H O U L D  Y O U  R E Q U I R E  A N Y  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T : 
D E R R O N  V A N  E E D E N :  0 8 2  7 8 9  4 0 6 1   D V A N E E D E N @ K E S . C O . Z A

Are you as a company looking to reduce your financial impact of your 6% Skills development spend whilst still 
receiving your full BEE benefit? We have partnered with a highly reputable company who was birthed due to the 
high unemployment rate and increasing lack of qualified youth available for jobs. They also offer a corporate tax 
saving of around 15% of your PAYE bill monthly. Who said BBEEE had to be so daunting! Contact us to assist 
you with our holistic model providing: 

• Socio economic development solutions
• Skills development solutions
• Enterprise and supplier development solutions
• Procurement options
• Ownership structures
How can you help? Do you have a company that utilizes BEE spend or do you have a contact in a company that
does? If so please contact the office on paul.marketos@isometrix.com in order for us to arrange a meeting.

Looking to leave a legacy to your school? Please contact us regarding a bequest.

“The biggest room in the world, 
         is the room for improvement!” 

 – Helmut Schmidt

The School continues to strive for excellence, 
and we are continuing to upgrade classrooms to 
offer the learners and educators the best possible 
learning experience. We are appealing to our year 
groups to pull together and ‘Adopt a Classroom’. 
Each class will be named after the donor/class that 
commits to its upgrade. To date, we have completed 
16 classroom upgrades with 26 still to be done. We 
are not even halfway yet, but we do believe that we 
will achieve the refurbishment of all classrooms in 
2023. If you can get involved, please get in touch 
with the office on dvaneeden@kes.co.za

It is best to consult your financial adviser for your tax planning, but we summarise here the tax benefits available to donors 
to educational institutions, which are classified as public benefit organisations: 

•
ANNUAL TAXABLE INCOME

Both individuals and business can give up to 10% of annual taxable income t
o the King Edward Educational Trust and receive a tax certificate for this deductible contribution.

Tax certificates, under Section 18 (A) of the Income Tax Act, are issued to donors as soon as the donation has been received.
In most cases the tax deduction ensures that the donor will in effect be paying 60% of the amount actually donated to the Foundation.

•
DONATIONS TAX

There is no donations tax payable on any donation made to the King Edward Educational Trust.
•

ESTATE DUTY/BEQUEST
Any property bequeathed to the King Edward Educational Trust is excluded from the value of the estate and therefore not subject to estate duty.

•
CAPITAL GAINS TAX

Any capital gain or loss determined in respect of an asset which has been donated or bequeathed 
to the King Edward Educational Trust will be disregarded.

•
DONATIONS - IN - KIND

There are tax concessions, subject to valuation, for the donation of property (including adjuncts such as security fencing, scaffolding etc), 
financial instruments (such as shares in a listed company), trading stock and assets 

(such as foodstuffs, medical supplies, furniture, motor vehicles, computers, office equipment).

T A X  B E N E F I T S  O F  B E N E F A C T I O N

As we have celebrated our 120th Birthday, we are still fundraising to the towards the four pillars:  
• The endowment
• Capital works projects
• Bursaries
• Educator/staff enhancement

These funds are critical to secure the future of the School and ensure financial depth and future 
planning. No amount is too small and its thanks to the generosity of our supporters and donors 
that the School is in such a healthy position to date, it is our duty and honour to keep this legacy 
alive.

Should you wish to contribute to the 120 Campaign, please contact:
dvaneeden@kes.co.za or for easy reference herewith the banking details:

King Edward Educational Trust •  Standard Bank • Branch: Killarney • Branch code: 07205 • Account 
number: 200289047 Reference: Your name and surname/120 

International Deposits:  SWIFT Address: SBZAZAJJ • Swift Code:  00720535
Should you wish to sign up a debit order (Debit orders are deducted on the 1st of each month). Please 
email dvaneeden@kes.co.za who will forward you the debit order form.

#Hundreds campaign - The endowment is critical for securing the future success of the school and it is our mandate as the Trust to ensure we have a 
healthy bank balance. If every individual reading this newsletter signed up to this campaign, we would be able to educate 154 students a year at King 
Edward School!! For only R100 per month? Let that sink in. We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all our donors that have signed up so far, 
the impact you have made is far reaching. Sign up here

M A K I N G  B E E  WO R K
While the implementation of BEE in South Africa might leave much to be desired, B-BBEE 
will continue to be a key requirement for businesses for many years to come. Let us then make 
the most of it and put it to best use. It is with this aim in mind that the Strenue Trust was first
established in 2014. The trust takes B-BBEE spend, primarily Enterprise Development (ED),
Socio-economic Development (SED) and Skills Development (SD) and invests these funds into
bursaries for deserving learners at the King Edward schools as well as Parktown Girls and the 

Hope school for disabled learners. Investing in Strenue means you can be certain that the funds are being spent in the best possible way – by 
investing in the country’s top state schools and the education of the learners who attend these schools. Strenue is a Level 1 BEE contributor, 
which means our donors maximize their BEE points. So it really is a win-win-win, with learners, schools and companies all benefitting. If your 
company is in a position to potentially partner with Strenue, please contact me at 082 820 9586 or strenue@kes.co.za.

CAMPAIGN
120
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Founder & Trustee
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Trustee

Thabiso Madiba
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Mafura Chavoos
Trustee

M E E T  O U R

TLT

board of trustees

STRENUE
TRUST

O F F E R I N G

Class of 1986

A NOTE FROM THE KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL 
EDUCATION TRUST UK:

1

2

3

4

KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL TRUST UK is a registered charity in the UK and recognised by both the Charities 
Commission and HMRC as an eligible charity.
See here for details of the trust’s charitable status, objects, trustees, etc.

If you have any questions please email kesukoldboys@gmail.com

A JustGiving page has been set up for donors to donate as little as they wish on a monthly or one-off basis. The reason for setting up the 
JustGiving page is that they assist with collecting an additional 25p from the UK Government for every £ donated (25% top up on your 
donation). Read more about Gift Aid here.
Donate here.

Do you or your family members use Amazon for shopping?
By using AmazonSmile for shopping, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to your nominated charity. 
Visit here. Search for King Edward VII School Education Trust UK once you’ve registered for AmazonSmile.
Please ask your other halves to do the same!

A UK bank account us up and running in the UK and in order to donate directly to the Trust here are the bank details:
Bank: Nedbank Private Wealth
Account name:  King Edward VII Schools Edu Tst UK
Sort Code: 16 57 06
Account Branch Number: 93774590
IBAN: GB64-RFLC-1657-0693-7745-90

There are 4 important things we’d like to share with you:chapt er s

O U R

OVERSEAS

STRENUE
c h a i r m a n

N O T E  F R O M  T H E

– Paul Marketos, Chairman

To organise a successful reunion, you need a keep a master list of names with email addresses and cell 
phone numbers, and you need to keep it up to date so that you can contact everyone and give them the 
opportunity to be part of your reunion. 
I started about two years before our 40th reunion, when I began my mission to track down every single of the 
150 classmates from 1973, using any means at my disposal, particularly Google and Facebook. That period 
provided me with much joy and frustration, and I became quite the “internet detective” as I tracked them 
down one by one, in places as diverse as USA, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, and Singapore. 
Along the way I came to know their stories, and sadly some were quite tragic.  I eventually tracked down all 
but 18 of the guys. 

Many were living in other parts of the world, so getting a bunch of now elderly gents out of their comfort zones to travel back to Johannesburg for a 50th 
reunion came down mainly to communication.
Our Facebook and WhatsApp groups were crucial in keeping the guys in touch, informed, and talking to each other so that by the time the reunion date 
approached they were all “in-the-know” and getting excited about the reunion.
Our group are now all in their late sixties, and several guys had to decline the invitation due to health issues, whilst others had to decline for other reasons. 
In the end, we had 35 elderly gents attending the 50th reunion on 19 and 20th May 2023.
On Friday we gathered for morning coffee (which was not forthcoming due to loadshedding) in the quadrangle from 7 am prior to moving into the 
hall for assembly. The other groups of younger old boys attending their reunions showed us suitable respect and allowed us to sit in the very front of the 
hall. The headmaster was most welcoming and made us all feel special. After assembly we all gathered around the cenotaph to enjoy the most wonderful 
renditions by the entire school of the various chants and war cries – culminating in the famous “itchy balls on a scooter” ... sung to a very different tempo 
than in our day. We then moved across to the new Mark Stevens indoor aquatic centre for tea/coffee and snacks, and the headmaster again addressed us 
and kept us enthralled. Then we had the opportunity to tour the school, the hostels, and the prep school and were made to feel so welcome by everybody, 
with some of the teachers inviting us into their classrooms during the lessons. During one such interlude, our own Benjamin Duchen totally amazed the 
matric English class by quoting at length from Shakespeare’s Hamlet. We were really impressed by all the fantastic improvements to the schools’ facilities, 
and of course the highlight was the school museum, and we can only commend the curators for their efforts. 
Friday was rounded off by a very pleasant luncheon at the Houghton Golf Course, and then we gathered again on Saturday with wives and families in 
tow for the rugby against Westville before ending our reunion with a few too many refreshing cool drinks at the Teddy Bear Arms. 
We included all the non-attendees in our event by constantly posting sound bites, video clips, and photographs on the WhatsApp group. During lunch
we made video calls to friends around the world so they could feel a part of it and these efforts were very much appreciated by everybody. 
The entire event was filled with good vibes, joy, and happiness and we must thank the headmaster, the staff, and the young men of King Edwards for 
making the school available to us, and for being so welcoming to us all.

- Enzio Zambetti, Class of 1973

THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF ARRANGING A SUCCESSFUL REUNION

Paul Marketos, Class of 1986 
launched his book titled 

“The Life and Teachings of 
Hugh Wilson” on 23 May in 
the School Library, it was a 
wonderful occasion and should 
you like to order a copy, please 
contact pmarketos@kes.co.za
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http://www.kestrust.co.za/hundreds-donates-now/
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/charity-details/5138800/what-who-how-where
https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/gift-aid
https://www.justgiving.com/kingedwardviischool
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F

