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Welcome to another edition of TrustEd.  This edition filled with exciting happenings at King Edward 
VII School.  From building and grounds development to the development of young talent, this is 
what the King Edward Educational Trust stands for.  The Trust is now a powerful force empowering 
the school to invest in the KES Precinct, later on in this edition you will find more details on all the 
properties currently owned by the Trust. 
You will also read about our young men forging a path for the South African Under 20 Rugby World 
Cup winners as well as our latest South African Schools Rugby player.  Many of them educated at 
King Edward VII School with the help of the TAG Foundation who happen to currently be our single 
largest donor on an annual basis.  The TAG Foundation currently supports fifty-two (52) young men 

at King Edward VII School, and you can help them in their quest to get even more young men through the doors at KES.
The first ever football tournament was held in the July school holidays at King Edward VII School and it was a roaring success, our 
thanks and gratitude go to Ms Derron Van Eeden for her tireless work in this regard and in fact all things Trust related.
In other news one of our most famous Old Boys Gary Player turns 90 on the 1st of November.  We wish Mr Player all the very best 
in this milestone birthday and it is wonderful to see him looking so well and still contributing on the global stage.  
This is indeed a worthwhile read, if you would like to make a contribution to our very important TRUST then please make contact 
with the office.  We have a lot to be proud of, thank you for your support.
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S O N S  O F  T H I S  P L A C E ,  L E T  T H I S  O F  Y O U  B E  S A I D : 

T H A T  Y O U  W H O  L I V E  A R E  W O R T H Y  O F  Y O U R  D E A D“ ”
The information in this document is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the King Edward VII School community and access to this by anyone else is unauthorised. 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the King Edward VII Schools. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, 
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this in error, please notify the sender. 
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Looking to leave a legacy to your school? Please contact us regarding a bequest.

A NOTE FROM THE KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL 
EDUCATION TRUST UK:

1

2

3

4

KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL TRUST UK is a registered charity in the UK and recognised by both the Charities 
Commission and HMRC as an eligible charity.
See here for details of the trust’s charitable status, objects, trustees, etc.

If you have any questions please email kesukoldboys@gmail.com

A JustGiving page has been set up for donors to donate as little as they wish on a monthly or one-off basis. The reason for setting up the 
JustGiving page is that they assist with collecting an additional 25p from the UK Government for every £ donated (25% top up on your 
donation). Read more about Gift Aid here.
Donate here.

Do you or your family members use Amazon for shopping?
By using AmazonSmile for shopping, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to your nominated charity. 
Visit here. Search for King Edward VII School Education Trust UK once you’ve registered for AmazonSmile.
Please ask your other halves to do the same!

A UK bank account us up and running in the UK and in order to donate directly to the Trust here are the bank details:
Bank: Nedbank Private Wealth
Account name:  King Edward VII Schools Edu Tst UK
Sort Code: 16 57 06
Account Branch Number: 93774590
IBAN: GB64-RFLC-1657-0693-7745-90

There are 4 important things we’d like to share with you:
chapt er s

O U R

OVERSEAS

It is best to consult your financial adviser for your tax planning, but we summarise here the tax benefits available to donors 
to educational institutions, which are classified as public benefit organisations: 

•
ANNUAL TAX ABLE INCOME

Both individuals and business can give up to 10% of annual taxable income t
o the King Edward Educational Trust and receive a tax certificate for this deductible contribution.

Tax certificates, under Section 18 (A) of the Income Tax Act, are issued to donors as soon as the donation has been received.
In most cases the tax deduction ensures that the donor will in effect be paying 60% of the amount actually donated to the Foundation.

•
DONATIONS TAX

There is no donations tax payable on any donation made to the King Edward Educational Trust.
•

ESTATE DUTY/BEQUEST
Any property bequeathed to the King Edward Educational Trust is excluded from the value of the estate and therefore not subject to estate duty.

•
CAPITAL GAINS TAX

Any capital gain or loss determined in respect of an asset which has been donated or bequeathed 
to the King Edward Educational Trust will be disregarded.

•
DONATIONS - IN - KIND

There are tax concessions, subject to valuation, for the donation of property (including adjuncts such as security fencing, scaffolding etc), 
financial instruments (such as shares in a listed company), trading stock and assets 

(such as foodstuffs, medical supplies, furniture, motor vehicles, computers, office equipment).

T A X  B E N E F I T S  O F  B E N E F A C T I O N

COMING SOON: THE KES PAGES! 🚀
We’re thrilled to announce the launch of The KES Pages, your new go-to business directory! Whether 
you’re looking to promote your business or connect with other local enterprises, this platform is designed 
to bring the KES community together like never before.
Imagine the networking possibilities – the connections, collaborations, and growth opportunities are 
limitless. 🌐💼
Don’t miss out! Join us, advertise your business, and be part of something huge.
Watch this space – The KES Pages is coming!

We wish the following Famous Old Boys a very Happy Birthday
• Sir Mark Weinberg who celebrated his 94th Birthday on the 9th August
• Gary Player who will be celebrating his 90th Birthday on 1 November
• Sir Sydney Kentridge who will be celebrating his 103rd Birthday on 5 November  
  who we believe is our Oldest Living Old Boy
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CHAIRMAN

While King Edward VII School has long 
been known for its rich cricket and rugby 
traditions, soccer at KES has quietly 
carved out a proud and growing legacy of 
its own.

In the early decades of the school’s history, soccer was not part of the formal sporting programme. Like many traditional English-medium boys’ 
schools in South Africa, rugby dominated the winter sports calendar.

However, as the sporting landscape evolved and South Africa re-entered the international football scene in the 1990s, the popularity of soccer surged 
across the country. Driven by learner interest and a broader movement toward inclusivity in school sports, soccer began to gain traction in the late 
20th century. The game quickly developed into a fully recognised and competitive code at the school.  

Today we field multiple soccer teams across all age groups, competing with distinction against leading schools in Johannesburg and across Gauteng. 
The modern era of soccer at King Edward VII School is marked by growth, passion, and purpose. With strong coaching structures and dedicated 
facilities, the sport continues to flourish, offering players a platform to develop their skills, character, and love for the beautiful game.

A highlight in this journey came during the July 2025 school holidays, when King Edward VII School proudly hosted the inaugural APBSA Football 
Festival. Fourteen teams participated in the event, which proved to be a wonderful success and a milestone celebration of the sport at our school.  
We are proud to celebrate this evolution—not only as a sport but as a symbol of opportunity, camaraderie, and excellence at King Edward VII School.

CONFIRMED TEAMS 
FOR 2026 

EASTER FESTIVAL:

EXPANDING THE PROPERTY 
PORTFOLIO OF THE KING 
EDWARD EDUCATIONAL 
TRUST

As the King Edward Educational Trust 
continues to broaden its footprint, we are 
pleased to share an update on the properties 
that now form part of the Trust’s growing 
portfolio. The acquisition and management 
of these assets are an integral part of our long-
term strategy to ensure the sustainability and 
advancement of educational opportunities 
within our community.

By strategically investing in property, the Trust 
is able to create a stable foundation that not only 
secures its financial future but also provides 
valuable infrastructure to support the schools 
and initiatives under its care. Each property 
represents a step forward in strengthening our 
capacity to provide quality education, while 
also reinforcing the Trust’s role as a responsible 
custodian of resources.

Your continued support plays a vital role 
in this journey. It is through the generosity, 
commitment, and involvement of our 
community and stakeholders that we are able 
to grow this portfolio and, in turn, reinvest 
in projects that benefit current and future 
generations of learners. Together, we are 
building more than a property portfolio—we 
are investing in the enduring legacy of King 
Edward education.

KES OLD BOYS SHINE IN JUNIOR RUGBY 
WORLD CUP TRIUMPH
In July 2025, South Africa celebrated a historic rugby achievement as the 
Junior Springboks were crowned World Rugby U20 Champions for the first 
time since 2012. The young team delivered a commanding 23–15 victory 
over arch-rivals New Zealand in the final played in Rovigo, Italy.

This proud moment for South African rugby was also a moment of great 
pride for King Edward VII School, with several Old Boys playing key roles 
in the team’s success.

The Junior Springbok squad was coached by Old Boy Kevin Foote (Class of 
1997), who guided the side with distinction and tactical brilliance. Adding 
to this milestone, three recent King Edward Old Boys were selected in the 
championship-winning squad:  Thando Biyela (Class of 2023), Siphosethu 
Mnebelele (Class of 2024), Vusi Moyo (Class of 2024)

A special mention must be made of the Tag Foundation, whose support 
throughout the schooling of some of these young men has been invaluable. 
Their commitment to providing opportunities and nurturing talent has 
played an important role in enabling these players to achieve at the highest 
level.

Their inclusion not only reflects the strength of South African youth rugby 
but also highlights the pathways created at KES, where generations of 
young men have been nurtured in the spirit of teamwork, resilience, and 
determination.

As we celebrate this historic victory, we do so with immense pride in our 
Old Boys who continue to carry the KES name onto the global stage. Their 
accomplishments are a testament to the school’s enduring rugby tradition 
and its role in shaping future champions.

Congratulations to Chinedu Amadi (2025) who was selected to the SA U18 
Squad.  Chinedu is our current Deputy Head Boy.  

THE STRENUE TRUST: A YEAR OF PURPOSEFUL GROWTH 
Over the past year, The Strenue Trust has continued to deliver meaningful impact by supporting 
over 200 beneficiaries with full and partial bursaries. From Baby Bears to the King Edward’s schools, 
Parktown Girls and multiple universities, our work is focused on ensuring that deserving learners have 
access to quality education and the holistic support needed to succeed.
One of the key highlights of the year has been our formal partnership with Parktown Girls High School 
(PGHS). Through this collaboration, we’ve not only provided strategic guidance on building their Legacy 
Fund, but also facilitated B-BBEE-aligned funding through our special purpose vehicle, Akhulumabani, 
which drives enterprise and socio-economic development initiatives on behalf of the school.
We are particularly proud of the success of our neuropathway development program, implemented at 
Baby Bears and at KEPS, which is helping young learners strengthen core cognitive functions essential for 
academic progress. We have also funded both internal and external educators to complete their teaching 

degrees, reaffirming our commitment to building long-term capacity within the education system.
Our efforts to ensure the sustainability of public education are gaining real traction. We are achieving meaningful success through multiple 
strategic projects, including the rollout of our GetGoFund platform. This initiative is designed to assist GDE-placed learners who are unfunded 
and currently on fee exemption, offering schools and communities a transparent and dignified way to close the funding gap.
Importantly, our donors and corporate partners continue to benefit directly from their contributions with a 100% B-BBEE verification success 
rate across all our projects. We ensure that impact and compliance go hand-in-hand  - by Marc Geldenhuys

For further details of the Strenue Trust, please contact Marc Geldenhuys: mgeldenhuys@kes.co.za.

STRENUE
TRUST

O F F E R I N G
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BUILDING TRUST, BUILDING FUTURES.
This term has been filled with exciting upgrades on campus as well as inspiring acts of service 
from our learners.
The Grade 2 block has been given a wonderful new look and feel! To make learning even more 
engaging and dynamic, several improvements have been made:
•� �New Storerooms: These spaces help keep classrooms neat and organised in addition to creating 

more functional floor space in each of the 3  classrooms.
•� �Reading Zones: Cosy corners have been set up to encourage a love for reading and quiet 

reflection.
•� �Chalkboard Walls: Painted wall spaces now allow for interactive lessons, handwriting practice  

and problem-solving right on the walls.
•� �Paved Outdoor Classroom: A beautifully paved space outdoors gives our boys a chance to learn 

or construct Art pieces in the fresh air, making lessons exciting and versatile.
These changes have already brought fresh energy to the Grade 2 block, and both staff and boys are embracing the spaces with enthusiasm.

On 25 July, KEPS Grade 6 boys proudly honoured the spirit of Nelson Mandela through acts of service and generosity. Their initiatives reflected the 
values of empathy, leadership, and teamwork:
• �Potjiekos Meals for General Assistants: The Grade 6 group prepared hearty potjiekos meals on campus as a gesture of gratitude to the school’s 

General Assistants, whose hard work and dedication keep KEPS running smoothly every day. 200 hot meals were donated to Meals on Wheels in 
Yeoville.

• �Knitted Blanket Squares Drive: Families and learners contributed knitted squares, which were sewn together to create 41 handmade warm blankets 
for those in need in addition to 16 fleece blankets that were donated.

• �Our annual sandwich-making event was another Mandela Day success with 1004 sandwiches prepared by the boys themselves and donated to a soup 
kitchen in Yeoville

Through these activities, our boys learned that small actions, when combined, make a big difference. Mandela Day at KEPS was not just about giving, 
but about living out Madiba’s legacy of service.
At KEPS, we believe in nurturing boys who are not only academically strong but also socially responsible and kind-hearted. With new learning spaces 
to grow in, and opportunities to serve others, we are building boys of character and compassion.

RUGBY HOCKEY
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In 1936, architect Frank Fleming, a prior partner of 
Herbert Baker, but a renowned architect in his own 
right, designed the King Edward VII School ‘Day Boys’ 
Pavilion’. The building was built and opened the following 
year, in 1937. The pavilion is built partly on what was once 
a public thoroughfare – Oak Street – and is fringed by two 
grand avenues of century-old oak trees that are reminiscent 
of the once-busy street. 

The pavilion was designed to be a clubhouse for the day 
boys, with a tuckshop, kitchen and ‘club room’ on the 
ground floor. The boys were able to enjoy ‘tea’ while 
gathering and socialising. Change rooms and ablutions 
filled the rest of the two-storied structure. The building 
also accommodated visiting teams and their referees. A 
double-storey flat for the school gymnastics instructor and 
tuckshop supervisor, Captain Jock Chalmers, was provided 
to the south (Cartwright 1974:113).

As described in the school yearbook of September 1937, 
No. 64, there was “now no need for players to spend half 
the day in their togs”, nor for boys to “go home unchanged 
after a game.” 

Fleming’s building was a utilitarian one, built with red clay 
brick and Coronation-tiled roof, befitting with the rest of 
the red, clay campus. It was adorned with a large circular 
bay window to the north, which gave a wonderful aspect up 
Oak Street, and connected it with the cricket pavilion to 
the north. The building was finished with timber windows 
and Oregon pine floors. The club room was favoured with 
Rhodesian Teak parquet. Many details throughout the 
building were in a typical 1930’s Art Deco fashion – the 
geometries in the fenestration, the patterns on the original 
linoleum floors, the steel balustrade detail, the coursing 
of the red brick, especially around the front door, and of 
course the circular bay window. 

In 1969, the Transvaal Department of Works commissioned 
alterations and additions to the pavilion. The works 
enclosed the first floor Roof Terrace, extended the building 
eastward and reconfigured most of the change rooms and 
ablutions. The ground floor change rooms were converted 
to a Kitchen that served ‘tea’ to the day boys. 

For almost a century, The Tuckshop, as it is colloquially 
known, has served food, refreshments and teas to thousands 
of boys, parents and visitors. It has been the heart of many 
sporting fixtures, countless informal meetings and myriads 
of school events. 

In 2024, the School embarked on a project to upgrade, 
revamp and revitalise The Tuckshop. As the ‘front room’ to 
so many of the School’s fixtures, it had become imperative 
that the building and the spaces within, represented the 
School’s ethos, history and high standards. The School also 
recognised that the building’s heritage status was an asset 
to capitalise upon - the Johannesburg Heritage Foundation 
was on board. 

The School employed the services of architect, Robyn 
Arnot, to conceptualise the new Tuckshop. The design 
concept was to root the building and the new space in the 
principles of the Art Deco style and tailor it to the School’s 
famous history, all with a clean and contemporary edge. 
Colours of bottle green, deco black and white, burnt coffee 
and regal gold came to the fore. And since the building 
was built of mostly red clay brick, it became obviously 
appropriate to celebrate the old heritage brick, both its Art 
Deco coursing and geometry, but also its King Edward VII School colour: red. 

Architectural elements of exposed brick, black Crittall fenestration, patterned floors, decorative lighting and fitted furniture are the new palette. 
Leather upholstery, stylised loose furniture, indoor planting and well-appointed materials align the interior decoration to the design principles.  

The branding of the new space was similarly styled and aligned by graphic designer (and KES mum), Fiona Latilla. A new quirky name, relevant to 
the building’s history and the school’s culture, was born: Teddy’s Teahouse. 

A Teahouse (or Tearoom) is historically an establishment which primarily serves tea, coffee and other light refreshments. The word ‘teahouse’ is 
grand (perfect for gentlemen), it’s upmarket, it’s all-encompassing and it’s historically accurate for the building. The word ‘tea’ is synonymous with 
the cricket teas, mum’s teas or tea breaks of the School’s sporting culture. The word ‘house’ refers to the building itself (it’s not a Tea Room; it is 
much more grand) as well as the fact that the word ‘house’ is also a familiar part of the existing School language. And the name ‘Teddy’ is short for 
Edward – a perfectly paired alliteration!

The new branding also includes an Art Deco-themed font – stylised and geometric. A new logo and pattern incorporate the School crown with 
references to the building’s architectural details and it’s functions as a teahouse. 

On the 1st September 2025, Teddy’s Teahouse opened its newly revived bottle green doors to the School! The original double volume Entrance 
Hall is refreshed with a gorgeous green and polished with brass fittings and a simply ornate alabaster chandelier. The tuckshop counter is framed 
with now-black steel roller shutters and furnished with a circular leather-upholstered waiting bench. The space is brought to life by an excess of 
indoor plants in contemporary black steel planters. Purpose-made waste bins tidy the space. Brass wall lights articulate the rhythm of the original 
red brick structure; Frank Fleming’s original 1936 watercolour drawings of the building hang proudly between. The circular bay window is fitted 
with a bespoke leather-upholstered bench, along which, stylised bistro tables and chairs await parents and visitors. The floor is patterned with a 
herringbone tile, in memory of the Rhodesian teak parquet that once lay before. Glossy green subway tiles, edged with brass, imitate the coursing 
of the red brick columns.  

Beyond the Teahouse, new ablutions for ladies, men, boys and wheelchair-users, are dressed in glossy patterned tiles and green mosaics that mimic 
the old brick detailing. A new contemporary slatted-steel screen creates threshold between what was once Oak Street and the new entrance to the 
ablutions. All new doors, where windows once were, are painted in a two-tone red and white – a homage to the composition of the original red brick 
elevations. New landscaping all round refreshes the extents with a greened skirt. New curated signage, in the Deco-styled font, marks the way for 
visitors and simply bejewels the utilitarian Fleming form.

3 OCTOBER 2025 – ANNUAL GOLF DAY JOHANNESBURG          & LONDON
7-9 NOVEMBER 2025 – CLASS OF 1965 REUNION
9 NOVEMBER 2025 – ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE
19 NOVEMBER 2025 – 300 CLUB DRAW AND OLD BOYS GATHERING

10 FEBRUARY 2026 – Sponsored by the Strenue Trust, the morning of 10 February 2026 will 
welcome the inaugural King Edward’s Business Owners’ Breakfast.  Old Boys who run their 
own companies are invited to attend. The format will include a light breakfast in the library, 
with opportunities to network with other attendees, followed by two guest speakers: successful 
Old Boy entrepreneurs will share their journeys and advice for business improvement.

JOIN THE 300 CLUB: MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH JUST R300 A YEAR!
Imagine this: two exciting draws a year, more opportunities for deserving learners, and a growing 
community of people making a real impact. All it takes to turn this vision into reality is you.
For just R300 a year — yes, less than a rand a day—you can help expand the bursary program and give 
more learners the chance to shine. Let’s grow the 300 Club together and make it an unstoppable 
force for change!
Your support isn’t just a donation; it’s a legacy of opportunity. Will you help us reach the next level?
Reference: Your surname/300 Club: Please click here: to join: https://paylink.paygate.co.za/?p1=7O68

by Robyn Arnot 
Professional Architect, KEPS SGB member + parent

OLD BOY DR RYAN MCKENZIE:
Class of 2012


